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President's Perspective 
Dateline, Dallas: 5 


Hello and welcoae to 1984! 


I hope that the holiday season has been an enjoyable 
time for everyone. I trust that many of you received 
new computers for Christmas and I hope that they were 
all Ataris! hre you enthusiastic? If so, you came to 
the right place. 


Toys Far Tots 


It was fantastic! This was the best turnout ever. 
The donations (both in dollars and gifts) were the 
aost we've ever seen. Thank you for your generiosity. 
$ the curious, we raised $900 and several bags of 
0ys. 


There were two exceptionally bright spots in our 
event, The first was a surprise donation from the 
Macintosh User Group of the Dallas Apple Corps. They 
donated a whopping $130! 1 was speechless, î à 
thick stack of money in ay hands. A big THANK YOU 
goes out to all of them. In fact, if you see any 
aeabers of The Apple Corps today (or any day), please 
stop thea an shake their hand. 


Üur second bright spot came with the auction. Jia 
Chaney once again came through as aur prized 
auctioneer. Sometimes I think Jim may have missed his 
onde he was fantastic! The auction itself raised 
over $500 


Before I go, I want to thank the volunteers that aade 
our Toys For Tots event a süccess. First, a round of 
applause pn to Marc Salas, the chairman for this 
event and then to... 


Don Adaas 
The Apple Corps of Dallas 
Jia Chaney 
Jarvis Cochran 
Bob Dain 
Chester eui (from the Apple Corps) 
dy H... 


ndy H.. 
(Andy, we couldn't remember your last nase. Would you 
help us aut?) 
Johnson Knowles 
Margaret = Pg 
Steve Markley 
Mary Lou and Randy Ochaann 
John Pellet š 
Morris Stephens 


H I omitted your name, please forgive me. Let me 
know and 1711 be sure to acknowledge you for your 
contribution. 


And finally, THANK YOU, the members of DAL-ACE for 
such a fine response. 


Garage Sale 
Our Fantastic Garage Sale is back! It’s reincarnation 


at The Infomart has a new twist, though. In order for 
us to make it work, we must justify it as a 


money-making event. So...wait a minute. I know what 
mn going to say. You're thinking, "This used to he 
ree. Why do I have to pay anything?" I'e afraid that 
it's the cost of being at The Infomart! But it isn't 
as bad as you think. 


It will cost you $1.00 or 107 of whatever you aake. 
The LESSER of the two. This is the fee we are charging 
for the privilege of setting up at the table. Actually 
that's pen cheap! There will be a coffee can (or 
5088 other device) for m to aake p deposit in. 
The table will be available during the same times as 
our club sales in the vendor area. 


1986 Elections 


The February aeeting will be our annual aeeting. 
nos this mM you will elect the board of 
directors that wil gii the club nri) the coaing 
ge This should not be considered lightly. And so 

have come up with a few pe ale that you aay want 
to use as guidelines when making your selection. 


Üne, has the candidate attended the regular meetings 
during the previous year? Does this person show up 
when he or she "feels like it" or have they regularly 
attended the meeting? 


Two, has the candidate held office previously? 
Experience is hard to find. On the opposite side of 
the coin, however, is the question of how they left 
office? Did they suddenly disappear? Did they serve 
out their complete tera of office? If they didn't, why 
should you think that they will serve the full tera 
again: 


Three, is this = a worker? Being a member of the 
board of directors does require some work. Even 
attending meetings can be work! In order to make the 
Club function, the board members must be phe to put 

in some of their spare tiae. They may delegate some 
tasks so that they aren't overburdened but they must be 
more than just "supervisors". 


dic four, urn like this person? E this 
is a fairly subjective question, remember that DAL-ACE 
is supposed to be a fun time and that we're friends. 


Do you like the candidate? After all, you'll] have to 


talk and listen to his or her. 


Enough on hay Od now for some names. At ‘does 
tiae we didn’t have the slate ready for publication. 
In order to satisfy the bylaw requirement of 
notification in the newsletter at least 25 a prior 
to the annual seeting, you will find an insert in the 
— ( listing the nominating committee’s slate of 
officers. 


If you picked up this newsletter at the “sss. and you 
didn't find an insert leither in the newsletter or in 
an adjacent stack), please notify an officer 
lamediately so that he may get you a copy. 


The nominations are not limited to the slate, however. 
We will take nominations froa the floor p to the 
election. Also, all candidates will be asked to ga à 
few words about their intentions. Questions may also 
be asked at that time. 











Goodbye 1985, Hella 1986 


I try not ta indulge " often in dwelling on the 
pu or worrying about the future. I do think, 
owever, that it 15 important for us to step hack froa 
tiae to tiae and view DAL-ACE in ps s: 50 
without further ado, here is ay view af the past year 
and af things to come. 


I guess there were two big sume for DAL-ACE in 1985, 
Qur aove to The Intomart and ñtari's introduction of 
the 520 ST. Both of these events will direct the 
future of the club. 


Although to aost af you, aur aove to our new hoae has 
been quem efficient and uneventful. Behind the 
scenes, though, it has been and will continue ta be a 
lot of work. Please take the tiae to thank your 
officers and volunteers. They are the ones who have 
spent countless hours in EA planning, and 
working the kiosks to make The infomart a reality. 
Please also thank Stuart Yarus, the past president of 
the North Texas PC Users Group and Gary Sewell, vendor 
anager for the DCC who spend an enormous amount of 
tiae making The Infoaart work. 


The 520 ST and its siblings appear ta he the direction 
that Atari will pursue in the future. Although the 8 
bit aachines (400, 800, XLs and XEs) aren't dead yet, 
Pd bet money that their days are numbered. This 
means that support will have to coae from the “old 
timers" within DAL-ACE. It also means that our 
newly-foraed ST SIG will eventually grow to become a 
dominant force within the club. If you want proof of 
this, wander over to the Apple Corps meetings 
sometiae. They are divided between their older 8-bit 
machines (the II, H+, IIc, and Ile) and the shiny, 
new 16-bit machine (the Macintosh). 


Moving along, I think that we should recognize another 
achievement in 1985, our electronic bulletin board 
system, Folks, this is the best Atari board in the 
Metroplex. A lot of the praise should go ta our SysQp 
(System Operator), Howard Chang. Howard Nul 
spends his life keeping our 885 in good condition. It 
is one of our best assets in teras af offering our 
meabers access to current information and each other. 
If you haven't used it, you're not taking full 
advantage of your membership! In 1984, expect the 
capacity and availabilty of the BBS to be expanded. 


Moving along in ay reverie is our club library. In ay 
opinion, Jeff Golden has done an een job since 
assu&ing the position of disk librarian. fhe library 
has grown dramatically in size, ped f and 
ir aee If you want to continue to see this in 
1786, I would suggest that you give Jeff your support. 
That aay take many foras: buying something froa our 
erm working at the table (you learn a lot about 
the library and about the club that way), or 
contributing a new program. — Reaember, our growth 
coaes from within. 

Now for a little speculating. What do I think are the 
important issues for the club in 1985? Well, there 
are several. — I've mentioned above about support of 
dual machine lines (the 8-bit machines and the 14-bit 
machines). There is also our new hose, The Infoaart. 


Although The Infomart is centrally located and has an 
abundant amount of room, I think we lost sosething 


when we left the Richardson Civic Center. I think that 
something is intimacy. At the Civic Center, we would 
meet ee and because of the small space, get to 
talk with each other. I found it very easy to be with 
you, for you to reach me, for pee: to be ee 
solved, and for quick sub-aeetings to be held. 
haven't found that yet at The Infomart. 


I also wonder if we've grown too large as well. Maybe 
we do need the space at The Infomart because of our 
growing membership. But with this space and the 
Meabership, have we now left the reala of a simple 
"family" get-together and entered into the "user group 
business"? I don't know. I da think that 1986 will be 
the beginning of a new period in the annals of DAL-ACE， 
Closing 
Ünce again, I want to thank you for asa, ü 
pm of things. And remember, you really 1 
now more than vou think! Be enthusiastic and enjoy 
your club. 


Dave 


COVER ART: by Hal Waldrop 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 


by Morris Stephens 


Ünce again, welcome to the monthly meeting of Dallas 
Atari Computer Enthusiasts. This aonth's meeting will 
be fairly routine. We will have our normal business 
meeting, a desonstration, then have our 515 meetings. 


We only have one demonstration planned for this month: 
the "C" Language and compiler from Megamax. Megamax is 
a local company, and the company who developed the 
Megaroids game which has become so popular on the 
3208T. ^ Megaroids is a very close replica of the 
classic "Asteroids". Atari is now packaging this game 
with all their 52051 ' 5. 


I have been working with the "C" compiler from Megasax 
and find that it is the very best "C" compiler 
currently available for the ST. It uses the drop-down 
menus, the mouse, and other GEM features which makes it 
very easy to use. I think, even for none-ST users, the 
demonstration by Megamax will be very worthwhile. I 
hope everyone will attend the demonstraton to show your 
appreciation for these people going to the trouble of 
coming to our meeting to show their product. 


Schedule for January meeting 


11:00-12:00 Club sales - ist floor 
11:30-12:00 New Member SIG 
12:00-12:30 General meeting 
1:00- 2:00 Megamax demonstration 
2:00- 4:00 SIG meetings 


NEXT MONTH 


There is nothing definite scheduled for next month's 
demonstrations. There are several possibilities: 1. 
we could show a training file (that's the old standard 
standby we used to use in the Army; 2. we could have no 
demonstration at all; or, 3. someone could contact me 
to volunteer to demonstrate something on one of the 
8-bit computers: Basic XE, Typesetter, Rubber Stamp, 
Page Designer, Alternate Reality, Loderunner s Rescue, 
AtariWitert+, SpartaDOS, Halley Project, Cartoonist, 
Drawit, etc. | And I have it on good authority that 
Computer Discoveries will happily loan one of these 
programs to a serious volunteer who is willing to put 
on a demonstration. 
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I would really like to see some good demonstrations on 
the 8-bit machines. I know there is a lot of interests 
in th new ST, but enough is enough. There are at least 
100 B-bit computers out there for every ST. So all of 
you 400, 800, &00XL, BOOXL, 1200XL, 130XE, ad 1450XLD 
owners rally forth. DAL-ACE is an ATARI club, not just 
an ST club. 


LAST MONTH'S PROGRAMS 


Last month we had a rather full schedule, with speakers 
from Philon, Megamax, and BTE. I would like to thank 


these people for their time and effort, and thank the 
people who stayed around to listen. 


CONSIDERATION OF BYLAWS AMENDMENT 


The election of DALACE officers and directors has 
always taken place in February at our annual seeting. 
The amendment offered for your consideration would 
change the annual meeting to December and would define 
when the new officers and directors officially take 
office, something not presently addressed. The tere of 
office would then coincide with our fiscal year and 
the calender year. Officers teres will coincide with 
the DEC's election and teras of office. 


Present text; ARTICLE IV, MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 
Section 4.1 ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual aeeting of the members of the Users 
Group shall be held at the regular membership seeting 
in February of each year at the tise and place 
prescribed by the Board of Directors. The Regular 
Members shall elect the Member-at-Large Directors and 
Officers at the annual meeting and conduct such other 
business as shall properly come before thee. 


Proposed text; ARTICLE IV MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 
Section 4.1 ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the sembers of the Users 
Group shall be held at the regular seabership meeting 
in Deceaber of each year at the time and place 
prescribed by the Soard of Directors. The Regular 
Meabers shall elect the Member-at-Large Directors and 
Officers at the annual meeting and conduct such other 
business as shall properly come before thes. The newly 
elected Officers and Meaber-at-Large Directors shall 
not assuse their duties until after the annual seeting 
has been ajourned. 
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COMMUNICATIONS COLUMN 
by John Pellet 


Lots of news this aonth! First, I as running for 
VP-Comaunications again this year. After considerable 
thought, I decided I'm still ENTHUSIASTIC! And still 
eager to serve! So, with your support, I'll try it 
again. Let's have FUN this year! 


A big part of ay decision hinged on finding a good, 
ENTHUSIASTIC newsletter editor. That task, thankfully, 
has been DONE. Dave Gillen will assume the role of 
editor for the March ‘84 issue (production 300 9 
dates elsewhere in this issue), l'a sure the newsletter 
will be better than ever. 


By the time you read this the club may have 2 BBS's, ] 
hope that we are able to get the ST up and running by 
aid-January. If you have any thoughts on how we sight 
split files up so as to miniaize duplication, they would 
be appreciated. This will depend to some extent on the 
capabilities 0+ the BBS software available, as well 5 
disk space until a hard disk is available. 


The second ST library disk was well-received. Are we 
doing enough? 1 have decided to grow slowly is the ST 
area because most of our local dealers sees to be 
maintaining large software libraries. If you find this 
not to be the case, or our dissatisfied with our progress 
to date, let someone know. Otherwise I assure we will 
proceed apace. 


The only pressing need I see is an Advertising Manager to 
replace Morris Stephens. With that in mind, I'd like to 
briefly describe the minimum duties for this position. 
More, of course, could be done, depending on the level of 
ENTHUSIAM! Here is a brief list: 


Solicit new advertisers, both local and national. 
Track advertising contracts vs. # of issues due. 
Contact current advertisers to request new copy. 
infora Treasurer of amounts/contracts due. 


I would envision this ta require no aore than 2 letters, 
half a dozen phone calls, and Í personal visit per month. 
Anyone out there want to discuss it? 


If you've got comments, suggestions, or want to VOLUNTEER 
to help in ane of these areas, give ae a call, 


HAPPY NEM YEAR! - VOLUNTEER! 


k. 
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VIP PROFESSIONAL 
CLASSES 


Classes for the 3288T clone of LOTUS 1-2-3 (a registered 
tradesark af the Lotus Corp.) will be presented in four, 
2 hour sessions beginning January 15, 1985. The classes 
will be held on Wednesday evenings from 7:38 to 9:36 PH 
for four consectutive weeks (Jan 15, Jan 22, Jan 29, and 
Feb 5), The registration fee is $188 for non-seabers or 
$16 for DAL-ACE embers. This fee covers all handout 
material except the VIP handbook. It will be necessary 
to bring the VIP handbook to class. 


This series of classes will cover the fundamentals of 
spreadsheet operation and will introduce the more 
advanced functions (such as Macros and user developed 
menus/programs). 


Contact dia Chaney (251-4482) for class reservations. 
Pre-payaent of the registration fee is NOT required. 
However, registration will be limited to not aore than 
18 students, so register NOW! A minimum of 5 students 
will be required to "make" the class. 


FOR SALE 


SORE full-height 5-1/4 OS/DD IBM disk drive with 
external housing, power supply, and cord} used very 
little, $125. 


ATARI 1858 Disk Drive with Happy Enhancesent and Warp 
Speed software, like new, includes 268 games and: 
prograss on 28 disks, $325. 


OSCAR Databar barcode reader/programmer for ATARI, with 
programs, $44. 


CARTCLONE and THE PHL — cartridge-to-disk backup 
systems, $49 each. 


ATARI 1288 XL &4K computer with BMC 14" color aonitur, 
Okimate 18 color printer, 1658 disk drive, Hayes 8 
sodes, R-Verter modem interface and cable, printer 
interface, DOS 2.5, AtariWriter, Basic cartridge,  aodem 
programs, solid walnut printer and monitor stand, all 
like new, $625. 


Tecaar Jr Captain expansion board for PCjr, 128K, 
printer port, etc. new, $225. 


Call Mike Caddell 759-2888 weekdays, or 489-8948 
evenings, weekends. 
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RICE! 


STARTING APRIL | 


COZ OFF ALL 
RETAIL PRICES 
ON DLL SOFTWARE 


AN ADD) TIONAL S 
OFF wilt BE MADE 
rog REGISTERED OSER 
GROUP MEMBERS! 
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PLUS A LARGE SELECT ION 


VAST SOF T WARE 


801 AVENUE "K" ٠ PLANO » TEHAS ٠ 75074 ٠ (214) 578-8504 
800 EAST ARAPHO SUITE 110 RICHARDSON TEXAS (214) 473-9119 
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To the Editor: 


0.8.8., Inc. is one of the best and aost prolific 
producers of quality software for the Atari, and they 
have been strong supporters of Atari and Atari users’ 
groups for many years, In the past few aonths they have 
been à regular advertiser in the DAL-ACE Newsletter. In 
November's issue they announced a new product line for 
the Atari 520ST. Because of the tising of the add, I 
believe that we aay have "scooped" the rest of the users’ 
groups and certainly "Antic" and "Analog" magazine in 
announcing these products, In the add, 0.5.5. offered 
special discount prices to the aeabers of our club and to 
other users' groups (as Astra did the previous aonth on 
their disk drive). Many companies like 0.5.8. operate on 
a small advertising budget. Às part of their efforts to 
cut down on their advertising costs (and, therefore, keep 
their product prices down), they have offered to continue 
to advertise with select users' groups but to pay with 
product rather than to pay with hard cash, 


In the Noveaber DAL-ACE Board aeeting, 0.5.5. '5 
offer to pay with product was considered and rejected. 
It is ay opinion that the action of the Board, in this 
case, is contrary ta the best interests of the Club. 


0.8.8.'s offer is to give our club "...one (1) 
Cartridge-based or one (1) ST product (as it becomes 
available) in exchange for running the advertisement..." 
The fee for a full page add in our newsletter is $35.00. 
0.8.8.'s cartridge based products are priced frog $59.95 
to $79.95. Their new ST products retail fros $39.95 to 
$82.95. The choice of which product is accepted as 
payment is up the the users’ group. The 0.5.5. offer, 
therefore, appears to be fair and reasonable. 


The Club has received offers like this in the past 
and has, aore often than not, turned thea down. I hope 
the Board will reconsider its position in this matter. 
There are aany advantages to accepting product as payaent 
for advertising. Generally, we will receive product 
whose value is in excess of the price of advertising; 
the advertiser wil] continue to support us; and the club 
gets a chance to 'evaluate a product and pass on their 
findings to the aeabers. 0.5.5. has clearly made its 
intentions known that, if we do not accept their offer, 
they will not be able to advertise with us. (I know of 
at least one other coapany who does not advertise in our 
newsletter because 04 our refusal to accept product as 
payment), The advertisements in our newsletter provides 
a service to our meabers in several ways: i. it inforas 
us of what products are available, at what price, and 
where; 2. it allows comparison shopping without having 
to do à lot of leg work or telephoning; 3. it provides 


FP x CS E= = 





revenue to publish our newsletter; and 4. it qives the 
members a chance, perhaps their only chance, to take 
advantage of special user group discounts offered by the 
advertiser. Since neither Astra nor 0.5.5. have made 
their user group offer known through any other source, we 
aight never have learned of the offer had we not accepted 
their adds. It certainly appears advantageous, then, for 
us to be a little sore flexible in our policies 
concerning advertisers; especially, if the alternative is 
that they will not advertise with us at all. 


The question arises as to what to do with the 
product received. The best answer to that, I believe, is 
to auction it off to the sembers. This would allow our 
members to obtain a product for less than the noraal 
retail price of it, thereby providing yet another benefit 
to the aesbers. And in all probability, the club will be 
able to get aore for the product than the $35.00 we 
noraally receive for an advertisement, hnd increased 
revenue from auctioning off product received will sean 
reduced fees to the membership in other areas, like a 
reduction in the price of club disks or reduced 
meabership fees. 


All in all, 1 think the benefits of accepting 
product for advertisement far outweigh any disadvantages 
that I have heard of. If anyone else feels as 1 do, | 
hope they will aake their opinion known to the aembers of 
the Board. Perhaps the Board will then reconsider their 
position and continue our good relation with 0.5.5. and 
other companies by accepting their very generous offer. 


Morris E. Stephens 


It's Javid Copperfield! [It's 2093 Yernieg! Ys, 
it’s Marvin the Magic (Coesuter -- svaitsble now tor 
your Atari! This BASIC orgaeae geists a listo! 22 
five-letter words. You thirk c! one, The computer ther 
"reads your sind" !witb the hole of à fem hints) and 
reveals the thought of spad! 


This orogran was written or an 1م982‎ with Atari 
BASIC and is a fifth draft. So if the  numberi*g systez 
seems a little cdd, it's because different bits and 
pieces of the prograa have been deleted and replaced 
several times ir order to sake the display "just 
right." 












1 DIM ASL) BSL CSEL 050) ESO FS), GCL) 

5 GRAPHICS 2416 

7 POSITION {,1:PRINT #65 "MARVIN" 

9 POSITION 5, 3:PRINT #63" THE? 

11 POSITION 7,5:PRINT #4; "MAGIC" 

13 POSITION 11,7:PRINT #6; "COMPUTER" 

15 FOR X=! TO 1588:NEXT X 

17 GRAPHICS ¢ 

19 POSITION 2 1:PRINT "HI! ['M MARVIN THE MAGIC 
COMPUTER! ' 

21 FOR X=1 TO 1689:NEXT X 

23 POSITION 2,3:PRINT "TODAY I'M GOING TO DO MY FAMOUS" 
24 PRINT "TRICK..." 

25 FOR X=! TO 1888:NEXT X 

27 PRINT "THE GREAT WORD FIND!" 

29 FÜR Y=! TD 58O:NEXT X 

21 POSITION 2,4:PRINT "FIRST, I WANT YOU TO CHOOSE 4 
VIOD — FROM A LIST I'LL SIUE YOU." 

22 FOR ¥=! TO 118E:NEYT X 

33 POINT "DON'T SAY IT ALOUD, JUST THINK OF IT: 
34 EOR x=] TO 788:NEXT Y 

35 PISITION 2,18 

Af PRINT 'CUTME METAL CHOIR CIGAR" 

54 POINT "STOLE DECAL CHOZK BOGUS" 

AG POINT "MAGIC DUERT QUICK GROAN” 

78 PRINT VALET AUEUL VALID ATORN" 

O8 PONY *TMACE EQUAL LOVER GLAND" 

PRINT "DITE SCARE BISON SONAR"‏ مو 

!KG PRINT "MUSIC QUART TRAIN GUARD” 

LIG PRINT "ANVTL ABUSE DAGIN URBAN" 

{15 COR 21ب‎ TO 288g: NEYT Y 

158 POSITION 7, 19 

{20 PRINT "GOT IT MEMORIZED !Y/N!:: INPUT F$:IF 
r$(1, H1z*Y* THEN GOTO 199 

14g TF F4()*V* THEN PRINT "TRY AGAIN" 

158 FOR X=! TO 208 

148 NEYT Y 

(28 GRAPHICS G:POSITION 2,5:6070 48 

198 GRAPHICS 8 

288 POSITION 2,2:PRINT "NOV I'LL GUESS YOUR WORD’ 
281 FOR X=! TO 588:NEXT X 

285 POSITION 2,4:PRINT *HMMM,,, [M NOT GETTING ANY 
VIRES, ° 

284 FOR X=! TÜ SAB:NEXT y 

218 POSITION 2,4:PRINT "I'M NEW AT THIS-HOV ABOUT A FEW 
HINTS?" 

211 FOR X=} TD BØØ:NEXT X 

215 POSITION 2,8:PRINT "IS THE FIRST LETTER OF YOUR 
WORD” 

214 PRINT "ANY OF THESE (Y/N)' 

228 POSITION 2,11:PRINT 'AN SUPKYVRBD J V' 
225 POSITION 21,9: INPUT AS 

238 GRAPHICS B:POSITION 2,2 

235 PRINT "IS THE SECOND LETTER OF YOUR WORD” 


236 PRINT "ANY OF THESE (Y/N)' 

248 POSITION 2,S:PRINT 'Z HF X IC E O0 7 L E ° 
245 POSITION 21,2: TMPUT P$ 

2,2 2:2051710 جم لادزوع 258 

255 PRINT "YG Tur "UIRD LETTER CF YOUR YORD" 

054 DONT FANY DF TUESE {Y/N} 

268 POSITION 2 sinpi yp Y PN V BV 5 D "ل 2 لا‎ 
265 pnerrrnu 14 HHT (4 

22 جوع بع Setouyre‏ 27 

TOJNT *'5 Tur co 有 god LETTEQ AE VAIR YERI?‏ وجو 

974 POTET SANY عو‎ "urer VIN} 

240 ONCITIQH د‎ cese uT CR TO DUM B CFL “اج‎ 
QS pectteh 2: SDT D$ 

204 ROADUIEE Cones TAN 2 2 

205 borir spe THE CFU LETTER وزاك عم‎ oon" 

204 83:47 sge £r Turer N} 

38g Perry Teeny CU V K PAN ؟‎ UU D IPB 
وهو‎ poctttow 2: يم‎ noU F$ 

2,8 EESTI HORTI 5.2 
IS BDIET TUES, AT CERCT D UASE 4 PLACE" 
£ DOUT وج‎ C7ADT م‎ 

28 END Yat U^ sanísqryr s 

25 DRTHT ,Derkr "PLEASE CONCENTRATE ON YOUR WROD,» 
28 "€ Mp avr TUE Asi 
3 
2 


Lad 


e J 0238 UA Brg ® UND 


t 


E EA TEN 


trá ia 
a 


I 

2 JE 94!! rtv? TUCH 
3 JE Me orit YUEN 
994 TE PE! liter TuEN 
225 JE Cef! othe TUEN 
224 TT EE finty? THEY 
297 TF BEI, of THEN 
238 tC EH, atv THEY 
999 TF CEL, Ise THEE 
24g )دب ومع‎ Tn 488:MEv V 

344 Tapa Parar 

Eg PRINT :potkT TE ÇOMDIR TO NE, ,." 
355 ووع‎ vel T^ 4BHiMEYT Y 

26g POINT PANY "I'UE ALMOST GOT IT..." 
365 FOR X=! TO 488:MEYT Y 

378 PRINT SPRINT "YOUR yo? [6,,," 

375 FOR yz! TD SggrutvT y 

208 SpapuTCS 7214 

398 50417121 7 4 

480 IC 7-7 THEN PRINT R4; "CHINE 

418 IF T=! THEN POINT #4: "STOLE" 

428 IF T=? THEN PRINT $65 MAGIC" 

438 !F 7-3 THEN PRINT #4: VALET? 

44g IF 1-4 THEN PRINT B43" IMAGE" 

458 IF T=5 THEN PRINT Bé: 'DIRGE" 

468 IF Tz£ THEN PRINT #4 MUSIC" 

478 IF T=? THEN PRINT Bé; "ANVIL" 

488 IF T=Q THEN PRINT FG; METAL" 

498 IF T=9 THEN PRINT #6; "DECAL" 

588 IF 7218 THEN PRINT #6;"OVERT' 


ra tra 


UC 


ry te) 172. 473 (73 
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918 IF 1-11 THEN PRINT 86; 'AVFUL" 
528 IF T-12 THEN PRINT #6; "EQUAL" 
338 IF T=13 THEN PRINT #6; "SCARE" 
348 IF 1-14 THEN PRINT #63 "QUART" 
398 IF 1-15 THEN PRINT #6; “ABUSE? 
968 IF 1-14 THEN PRINT #4; CHIR" 
378 IF T=1? THEN PRINT #6; "SHOCK" 
5988 IF 7-18 THEN PRINT #é; "QUICK? 
598 IF T=19 THEN PRINT #4; "VALID" 
468 !F 7226 THEN PRINT #4; "LOVER* 
518 IF T-21 THEN PRINT #4; *BISON" 
628 IF 1-22 THEN PRINT #4; "TRAIN" 
£38 IF T=23 THEN PRINT #6; "BASIN" 
548 TF T-24 THEN PRINT #4; "CIGAR" 
£58 IF T=25 THEN PRINT #4; "BOGUS" 
£48 IF T-26 THEN PRINT #4; GRNAN" 
578 IF 1-27 THEN PRINT #6; ' 810" 
598 IF T-2B THEN PRINT jó; "GLAND 
698 IF T=29 THEN PRINT #44: "50/87" 
?88 IF T=38 THEN PRINT #4; "GUSeD" 
718 IF T=31 THEN PRINT #6;' URAN" 
728 FOR X=! TO 10808; NEXT X 

738 GRAPHICS 8: POSITION 2,2 

748 PRINT "RIGHT (Y/N)'; INPUT 5$: TF 53:1, 11z'Y* THEN 
6010 778 

758 PRINT ;PRINT "HOW ABOUT A SECOND CHANCE?';FOR X=] 
TO 488:NEXT X 

7&8 GRAPHICS 8:6070 215 

778 PRINT SPRINT "TA-DAARAA!® 
788 FOR X=! TO 588: NEXT Y 

798 GRAPHICS f 

298 END 


Board Actions 
Meeting Date: Deceaber 14, 1985 


A quorus of Board aesbers was present and took the 
following actions: 


# Sell the club's extra single-sided 5.25" disk drive to 
John Olson for $73. 


# futhorize the BBS Sysop to make the following 
expenditures related to a second BBS: 


$50 for BBS software for the ST. 
$350 for a 1200 baud miniaua-speed aodea. 
$50 for a second phone line. 
[Installation cost for second phone line. 


This funding authorization represents maxisus costs, Ií 
possible, and cost-effective, a 2400 baud aodea aay be 
acquired. — Capital funding is valid for no sore than 40 
days. 
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COMDEX - THE FINAL DAY 





By Jack Powell 


Antic Publishing Inc., Copyright 1985. 
Reprinted by Permission, 


Las Vegas, NV - On the last day of this massive 
electronics marathon, the COMDEX crowd finally began to 
thin as distributors, retailers, exhibitors - and those 
lucky consumers who had finagled a show pass - stuffed 
their suitcases and equipaent into the scarce Las Vegas 
taxis and headed for the airport. 


Some exhibitors cleared their booths early on Sunday, 
hoping to avoid the long lines of traffic jamming the 
approaches to the airport. Weary, coaputer spokesmen 
displayed their wares with slightly less enthusiasm than 
previously in the week. Their bags were packed and one 
red eye was cast longingly toward hose and a wara bed. 


But COMDEX is only one of two huge annual electronic 
shows in Las Vegas, and conversation on the last day of 
the convention was already swinging to talk of the next 
show. CES would be packing the casinos in only six 
weeks, 


A surprise of this year's show was Coasodore's absence. 
The financially troubled company had planned to appear - 
and was listed as an exhibitor in the COMDEX guide book. 
But no Comaodore booth was to be found, and the few 
Aaiga's at the show were used priaarily as monitor 
displays. 


At the Atari booths, spirits were high. This had been à 
successful show for the Tramiel organization. Industry 
experts considered this COMDEY a “aust-show" for the 
struggling firm and Atari had come through with flying 
colors, demonstrating — enoraous third-party software 
support for their new machine, 


One Atari official hinted at exciting new hardware for 
the Atari XE line to be unveiled at CES. There aay 
finally be 80 coluans of screen display, and 5086 new, 
smaller, disk drives. | 


But Atari was not exhibiting hardware at this show. The 
320 ST's Atari provided exhibitors were identical to 
those currently sold in retail outlets. GEM was still in 
RAM and ruaors of a new desktop or a "aega-byte* ST with 
built-in disk drive were unfounded. 


The story ñtari wanted to tell was software support. And 
they told it. In fact, there was far too much software to 
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be able to adequately cover in our five ANTIC On-Line 


installaents. 
developers who came to COMDEX. 


So, the following is a list of the ST 
Those who first supported 


the Atari 520 ST with their presence and demonstrated 
their belief in the machine with a display of diverse and 


powerful software. 


These cospanies were showing product 


- Rot just press releases, Cut this out, put it in your 
wallet, and support them as they've supported your 


achine. 


THE ROLL CALL: 


HEEHEHEHEHEHEEHEEEEEEEHEEEEEEHEEEEEHEEEEEEHEHEEEEHEEREEEE A 


BOS - Bus. Op. Sys. 
Taagebank 

Mirage Concepts 

Batteries Included 
Hippopotaaus Software 
OXXI, Inc. 

Haba Systeas 

Migraph 

Xanth 

MichTron 

Progressive Coap. Applications 
Philon 

Word of Bod Communications 
Activision 

Lasersoft 

Okidata 

FIL, Inc. 

Coaputer Curriculus 

Sub} ogic 

Portable Software 


Rising Star 
Softronics 

BMB CoapuSci ence 
ANTIC Publishing 
Stoneware 

KUMA 

Digital Research, Inc 
651 Holdings, LTD. 
Regent Software 

VIP Technologies 

TDI Software 
Quickview Systems 
Xlent Software 
Execon 

Spinnaker 

Sierra On-Line 
LlamaSoft 

Acadeay Software 
Coincidence Software 
AM Software 


(The above list was compiled from notes and from 
documents provided by Atari Corp. ANTIC apologizes in 
advance for any participating companies we may have left 


out.) 


COMDEX ST SOFTWARE - A CLOSER LOOK 


By Jack Powell 


Antic Publishing Inc., Copyright 1985. 
Reprinted by Peraission. 


In the West Hall, Atari interest continued strong. ANTIC 


and DEGAS pictures. 


Las Vegas, NV -- COMDEX fever continues to grow in this 
unseasonably chilly desert resort. Hotels and taxis 
overflowed today as 80,000 cosputer business people 
jasaed the seven halls of the convention center dedicated 
to the show, and aore are expected for the weekend. 
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was able to pick out some impressive products among the 
exhibitors. Okidata is currently working with Atari to 
configure the software for its new Okisate- 20 color 
printer for the ST. At COMDEX, the Okimate-20 was 
printing rich, full-color screen duaps of ST Neochr one 
The Okiaate-20, which is scheduled 
for a late January release, can print 125 of the ST's 512 
possible colors. With the help of its 24-pin print head, 
using a 14 x 18 aatrix, Okisate-20 printouts are very 
close to the ST screens. The colors are rich, solid and 
accurate. In ANTIC’s eyes, this looks like a sure hit 
for the color printer company. 


Because of the high density print head, the Okisate-20 
will not be compatible with the Atari 8- bit line. But 
Okidata representatives told ANTIC that Okidata will 
continue to support the 8-bit owners with its Okisate-10 
color printer. 


Not all the ST exhibitors were in the Atari area. 
Sublogic had its own large booth displaying Flight 
Siaulator for the ST and other ccaputers. The new 
simulator, with a planned release in the first quarter of 
1986, and a tentative price of $49.95, has aany n 
features. | 


You aay choose to fly a prop plane, Lear jet, or World 
War 1 biplane. The program is completely aouse- 
controlled with drop-down senus and a choice of up to 
three point-of-view windows, through which you say 
choose a cockpit view, a view froa the tower, or a view 
frog à spotter plane, You can then watch your flight 
from all of these views siaultaneously. 


Frog the tower view, you may 2008 in on your plane no 
matter how far away it is. In spotter view, you aay 
choose where your spotter plane will be in relation to 
your own plane. The version ANTIC saw was beta and the 
prograssers had included some fanciful pyramids on the 
landscape because, it was explained, they were tired of 
looking at mountains. 


MichTron had several of their gases and software 
utilities displayed. But the aost iapressive of their 
products was a new game called Tiae Bandit. This was à 
final beta with a planned release date in aid-Deceaber at 
$49.95. 


Tise Bandit contains arcade action in a fantasy- 
roli-playing aaze background. There are 20 adventuring 
areas with 15 levels each. The terrain is an overhead 
3-D view with sone of the finest game graphics we've 
seen. fA dual-player mode is included so that two players 

can play simultaneously, each with their own window. 






GST, Coaputer Systeas Limited had the best Macirite clone 
of the show. Ist Word is a full-feature word processor 
written specifically for the GEM interface. 


Up to four document windows can be displayed and 
aanipulated from the desktop. Function key commands are 
represented by icons at the bottom of the screen, You 
can press the function key, or click on its icon with the 
mouse. Writing functions are aostly keyboard controlled, 
while editing functions -- such as cut and paste -- are 
handled with the souse. 


While fonts are not yet provided, an interesting feature 
of ist Word is its system font tablet which contains all 
of the special characters in the ST font. Normally 
inaccessible by other software, yau can choose the 
special characters with the souse and paste thea into 
your document. ist Word is expected to be available at 
$99 in approxiaately two weeks. 


THIRD PARTY MONITORS 


When the Thomson company (which sakes aonitors) was 
setting up their booth, they had Apples and IBMs to 
display the clarity of their products. They thought they 
had a pretty good display -- until they wandered over and 
saw the ST demos at the Atari exhibit. So they borrowed 
an ST and one of their IBMs was slipped under a table, 
out of the way. 


Then the Thomson people spotted the robot and rocket deao 


running on the 130 XE. Another ST, they asked? Oh no, - 


replied Atari, that's our 4502 computer. So now the 
Thomson display contains an ST and two 130 XE's. And two 
Apples and an IBM PC are gathering dust under a table, 


EIGHT-BIT ATARI 


Though the main Atari focus at COMDEX was the 520 ST, 
Atari's B-bit line was also represented. As previously 
mentioned, the Amiga bouncing ball was pounding away on 
the 130 XE. 


John Skrutch, Director of XE Software at Atari, told 
ANTIC the program had been given to hia the night before 
the show. It looks remarkably similar to the Amiga 
demonstration, but runs in under 8K. "This will run on 
an Atari 400," said Skrutch. The program is available for 
downloading from CompuServe's SIGsAtari. 


Also being shown for the B-bit line was Atari's 01 
300-baud  aodea featuring direct hook-up, auto-answer and 
phone number storage, and Russ Wetaore's XE-Tere 
software. Thousands of the units are currently being 
shipped. Retail price is $49.95, 


And PLATO is finally shipping! After more than a year of 
anticipation, the educational on-line service is 
available in the Atari Learning Phone package. According 
to Skrutch, the Learning Phone includes the LP cartridge 
PLATO terainal emulator, a one year free subscription to 
PLATO ( normally $25) and one free hour of on-line tige 
(normally $7.75). Atari is releasing the full package 
for $24.95. 


Atari B-bit owners aay also look forward to a hose 
finance progras called The Silent Butler -- available at 
the end of the aonth for under $30 -- and a spectacular 
educational prograa called the Atari Planetarium which 
Skrutch expects out by Christsas at a price under $50, 
The Atari Planetarium displays the sky patterns in any 
tiae zone froa 10,000 years in the past to 10,000 years 
in the future. You can choose your observation point 
from a map of the world, show the sky with or without 
constellation lines, and search for and track objects. 
This should be popular software in the school aarket. 


Given the above collection of 8-bit software, it's 
evident Atari is aising at the educational aarket with 
their low-end aachines. 


ANTIC also spotted a few of the new Atari XNMBOÍ, 
dot-aatrix printers in use, one at the VIP Technologies 
booth. These printers are said to be Epson graphics 
compatible with a print speed of 80 CPS. They should be 
shipping next month with an approxisate price tag of 
$299. 


SERIOUS SOFTWARE 


VIP Technologies was showing the VIP Professional, Yes, 
we saw it. Full, glossy, 250-page spiral-bound 
documentation and all. VIP evidently decided to do away 
with GEM entirely to create a coaplete siaulation Lotus 
1-2- 3, right down to the last detail. 

Because the program has been designed as a Lotus 1-2-3 
Clone, you can use the sase keystroke commands and create 
Lotus standard macros. Any books written about 1-2-3 will 
pertain to VIP Professional. The VIP Professional will 
sell for $179.95. 


FTL stopped by the ANTIC booths to show Sundog: The 
Frozen Legacy. The gase is in final beta and looks 
absolutely spectacular. This is going to be a hot game 
on the ST! The graphics are aeticulously detailed as are 
the strategic elesents of the game itself. We were taken 
on a quick tour of one of the Sundog worlds. As we 
slipped into a hotel lobby, we observed such details as 
the accurately tacky carpet design and -- over in the 
equipment shed hung a tiny cheesecake calendar with a 
five-pixel pinup girl. 








ST World - COMDEX ‘85 


by Joe Waters 
Reprinted froe CURRENT NOTES, December 1985 


A lot of potential ST owners have chosen to sit on the 
Sidelines waiting for the appearance of appropriate 
software before actually juaping on the ST bandwagon. 
Well, friends, it looks like you can now jump safely. 
Atari devoted its floor space at the massive, seventh 
annual COMDEX {COMputer Dealer EXpo) alaost entirely to 
dispelling the notion that there is no software available 
for the new 520ST computer. I counted about three dozen 
different companies proudly displaying their newly 
released (or soon to be released) ST products. When 
Santa Clause brings that new ST for Christeas, your 
biggest problem is not going to be finding programs, it's 
going to be deciding which software to buy! 


I ag writing this column while COMDEX is still in 
progress (CURRENT NOTES is already late in getting to the 
printer) so the whole story of this year's show isn't 
complete yet. In addition, I simply don't have the space 
ta cover in any detail all the companies and programs 
that were on display. So let ae just pass on some 
general observations and a quick overview of sose of the 
products I was particularly impressed with. 


The thrust of ST development work is centering on the ST 
às a personal productivity machine, Although there were 
some delightful new entertainaent programs being shown, 
these were in the minority. Programsers will find an 
abundance of coaputer languages and programming aids. 
Business users will find many variants of their standard 
tools (word processors, spreadsheets, and databases). 
Other professional users, such as accounts, engineers, 
architects, etc, will be delighted to see software coming 
out with their specific needs in mind. The ST is siaply 
too powerful ta be used only for entertainsent. 


Not all ST products are being released by bright young 
programmers seeking to make their fortune. A very large 
nusber of prograss are being introduced by mature 
software companies that are porting their programs over 
to the ST or developing whole new prograas to take 
advantage of the ST's unique features, You still won't 
see some of the higher-priced coapanies from the IBM 
world (Lotus, Ashton-Tate, Microsoft, etc.) rushing to 
put their programs on the ST -- the lower prices required 
to sell in the ST aarket would have a detriaental iapact 
on the pricing structure employed in the profitable 
MS-DOS aarket. But you can expect the firas that have 
pioneered low prices in the IBM world, such as Borland 


International and DAC Software, to release ST versions of 
their products and do quite well. 


So much for generalities. Just what was there? Here are 
some highlights. | 


SPREADSHEETS. The long awaited VIP Professional had 
finally shipped the week before COMDEX and was proudly on 
display with finished packages ready to go. Dan Nelson, 
the product manager for VIP, tried to show ae the great 
manual provided with this LOTUS look-a-like, but I wasn't 
particularly interested. The manual aay, indeed, be 
better than the one provided by Lotus but the fact that 
VIP was code-coapatible with 1-2-3 aeant that I, like 
sany other users, simply won t need a 93031. Just boot 
up the progras, and once in the familiar 1-2-3 setting, 
siaply start working. IBM users may find an additional 
bonus, It was the speed af execution which helped propel 
1-2-3 ahead of the competition in the IBM world. Dan 
claimed that VIP on the ST was not only compatible with 
Lotus, but faster! 


VIP wasn't the only spreadsheet available, Kuma 
Cosputers Limited was demonstrating A-CALC which will be 
marketed by Antic. The Kuma rep claimed that only à final 
round of quality assurance testing, was needed before the 
program was officially released. 


INTEBRATED PACKABES. Two other spreadsheet prograas were 
announced as part of integrated packages. Rising Star 
announced seven aodules for the ST: RSI Spreadsheet, RSI 
Graphs (business graphics), RSI Draw (computer-aided 
design), RSI Paint, RSI Scheduler, and RSI Music (single 
track MIDI sequence recorder). The ausic program 
provided attendees with audio entertainsent as they 
surveyed RSI s products. RSI has been a major developer 
of software for the Epson line of coaputers. 


The other integrated package, called SoftPac, was 
introduced by Softronics Computer Systems, a major 
producer and aarketer of vertical market software for the 
IBN PC and other computers. Besides the spreadsheet 
program (SoftCaic), SoftPac includes a word processor 
(Softtrite), database aanagesent (SaftBase!, 
communications  (SoftComa), and coaputer aided design 
(SoftDraw). Steve Hansen, the president of Softranics, 
told ae that, the day before the show opened, a 
distributor purchased 60,000 copies of the package. At 
least somebody expects a lot of ST'S to showup in the 
aarketplace! 


DATABASE — PROGRAMS. AtariSoft and Stoneware jointly 
introduced a new (as yet unnamed) filing systea for the 
ST. Sose readers may recognize Stoneware as the company 
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that produces DB Master, a high-performance database 
management systea in the MS-DOS aarket. Stanley Crane, 
the author of DB Master, gave ae a quick demo of the 


Atari filer. He had a sample sailing list database of 
1,000 names indexed on the last name. Gee, that was 
getting close to the size of the database CURRENT NOTES 
has to contend with. I asked hia to sort the database on 
the zip code field -- a task that would take SynFile on 
the 800 about an hour (I's guessing here since I long ago 
gave up trying to aaintain our mailing list in SynFile). 
On a COMPAR with a hard disk using dBASE III, the sort 
takes a little aver two and a half minutes. Qn the ST? 
I had to ask Stan to sort it twice since I wasn't paying 
enough attention the first tiae -- it only took 2.5 
seconds! Obviously, everything was done in RAM and so 
there is a limit to the size of database the program can 
handle, but ] was iapressed nonetheless, 


Interested in a aore powerful, but still user-friendly 
database package? Paul Heckel, author of The Elements of 
Friendly Software Design, and president of QuickView 
Systems was demonstrating a new “software metaphor" 
called ZOüMRACKS, This product is really a database 
management system in disguise. Picture a rack of cards, 
such as at a tiae-clock when workers have to punch in and 
out. You can only see the first line of each card, but 
if you pull the card out, you will see much aore 
information. That is the concept upon which Zooaracks is 
built. Move your cursor down to a name and click. Now 
you see the entire card. To give Paul a little test, 1 
asked hia to reindex a sample sailing list database, 
where cards were listed by last name, to a list based on 
the state code. The state code was on the fourth line of 
the card aixed in an alphanumeric filed with a city, i.e. 
"Las Vegas, NV", Buess what. Paul was able to build a 
macro on the fly that split off the state abbreviation 
frog the city, moved it to a separate, newly created 
field, repeated this process on the entire database, and 
then sorted on that field. Wow! This 518016 rack 
concept has much sore power in the product than a first 
glance would reveal. 


You say you have already spent twa years becoming 
familiar with dBASE II and aren't interested in learning 
another database prograa. Lucky you. You have several 
options on the ST. Holmes & Duckworth were showing the 
current version of H & D Base (to be released in 
Bid-Deceaber), H k D Base is command file compatible 
with dBASE II, If you know dBASE, just boot up this 
programs and start working; all your dBASE coaaands will 
work just as they did on your CP/M or MS-DOS system. (If 
your are a developer, you have an added bonus, Since H k 
D Base is merely an extension of the H & D Forth language 
systes under which it was developed, the full range of 


unique Atari 5205[ capabilities, including windows, 
menus, dialog boxes, etc. is available. Your dBASE 
programs can tap into the GEM environsent' 


Owners of the ATR-8000 will love another option. You aay 
already have dBASE II running under CP/M on your 0 
No problea. Just boot up the CP/M Esulator Program on 
your ST and now you can run your entire CP/M library! 
(0f course you'll have to transfer the programs to the 
ST's 3.5 inch disk format.) Not only can you use the 
commands you are familiar with, you can use the same 
program, The CP/M  Esulator was not officially 
demonstrated at COMDEX, but Frank Nagle, head of the Bay 
Area Atari Users Group, aanaged to get a sneak preview 
from one of the Atari reps. Frank said the prograa had 
no trouble booting up WordStar and running it, in fact, 
running it faster than on his own native CP/M systea! 


Besides the above programs, and the ones announced in the 
integrated packages, Hippo had already shipped Hippo 
Simple, a "powerful, flexible and easy-to-use database," 
BMB — CospuScience was demonstrating The Manager, “a 
full-featured database anager with on-screen foras and 
report writer", Regent Software announced Regent Base, “a 
full function relational database pragraa" available by 
February, and 0111 Inc announced dbONE, another database 
prograa claimed to-be 100 percent compatible with dBASE 
H files. 


WORD PROCESSORS. Several word processors were already 
out for the ST before COMDEX. STWriter (no where visible 
at COMDEX) had been released "free" by Atari and 
HabaWriter, by Haba, and Final Word, by Mark of the 
Unicorn, were already on store shelves. 1 was able to 
see HabaWriter for the first tiae at COMDEX and also saw 
a demonstration of the new Regent Word as well as Regent 
Spell pragraas. For those of you who like the 
what-you-see-is-what-you-get word processors, this one's 
for you. In previewing text, not only are boldface and 
underline shown in the preview, but elongated text is 
actually shown on the screen in double width and both 
Super- and subscript are displayed just as they would 
appear on your paper. Regent Word, written by the 
developers of Atariwriter and Atariwriter Plus, also 
supports elongated, underlined etc. in their print 
preview. Poor spellers in the audience will certainly 
appreciate Regent Spell. Not only does it find the 
errant spelling (and show it to you in context), but it 
will give you 10 suggested correct spellings. It comes 
with a dictionary of 30,000 words which you cam expand to 
60,000 words. Both Regent Word and Spell are available 
now. And, finally, if you can't type as well as you'd 
like, you can always pick up Typing Tutor (including Word 
Invaders) by Acadeay Software to get your typing speed up 
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to snuff. 


Other word processors announced (although not necessarily 
denonstrated) were PaperClip and HomePak by Batteries 
Included, Hippo Word, Hippo Concept, and Hippo Spell by 
Hippopotasus, Word Whiz by Oxxi Inc., SoftWrite by 
Softronics, First Word by GST, and Word Processor by 
Spinnaker. For those interested in typesetting, 
Typesetter ST was demonstrated by Xlent and Andra/ST, a 
docusent processor for laser printers and FX80 
coapatibles, was announced by TDI Software. 


LANGUAGES. If you have an inclination to do sose 
programming, there will be sore than enough languages to 
choose from. Right now, you can use ñtari' s developaent 
package (C and asseabler), ST BASIC (only recently 
released), or ST LOGO. Haba has released Hippo C and the 
Dragon Group has 4xForth. At COMDEX, TDI was selling 
their Modula-2/ST package, H & D were showing their Forth 
package, ANTIC had the META Macro Assembler and was also 
demonstrating A-SEKA, a 68000 raa-resident asseabler froa 
KUMA, and Philon was showing their basic interpreter, 
Henry, with a cospiled version on the way. Further C 
compilers are coming from BST and Lattice. Prolog will 
be available from 055 and Fortran froa Philon while 
Pascal prograssers will be able to choose among products 
from META, OSS, Philon, Prospero, and TDI. 


PROGRAMMING AIDS, such as ras disks and disk utilities 
were in abundance froe a variety of producers. MichTron 
in particular now has a full scope of 0989م‎ 
utilities including M-Disk (a ram disk), Soft Spool (a 
printer spooler), MichTron Utilities lexamine & repair 
disk files), MI-Dupe (backup disks), and M-Copy (speed up 
disk duplication). If you really like to examine, in 
detail, your disk files, you're certainly in luck; you 
can now choose from the Disk Doctor troa Antic, Toolbox 
(Vol. One) frog H & D, Disk Utilities from Hippo, and 
Personal Diskit froa OSS. 


OTHER SOFTWARE. I wish I could go on about the rich 
variety of new entertainment and speciality software 
introduced at COMDEX, but I fear that if 1 tried, this 
issue of CURRENT NOTES would never get finished. In the 
months ahead, we will have asple opportunity to acquaint 
you with the best of each category. 


HARDWARE. This was primarily a software show, Atari 
announced no new hardware products. However, there were 
several companies using Atari hard disk drives in their 
deaonstrations. I was told that these 20-segabyte hard 
disks were being shipped to developers wha had thea on 
order. Indeed, the backlog of orders was just about 
filled. Retail channels will see these 20-aeg drives by 


the end of the year. There will be na 10-aeg drives, but 
a 30-869 drive say also be available. 


Atari has decided not to produce a color printer for the 


ST. Why? Because ükidata had a color printer on display 


aade specifically for the ST. hnd the quality of the 
calor pictures? Certainly among the best I've seen 
produced anywhere! 1 was sorry I had to leave before 
getting to the Okidata booth to ask soae sore about this 
mar velous printer. 


How about TOS in ROM? Neil Harris, publisher of Atari 
Explorer, told as the operating system was set and that 
the progras was going out on Monday (November 25) for 
mass production, Developers would get the ROMs very soon 
and retail channels would begin seeing the ROMs appear 
before the end of the year. Early user group purchasers 
were promised free upgrades to the operating systea. 
Dave Duberman, Atari User Group Coordinator, confirmed 
this and said he would be sending the ROMs out when they 
became available. 


There was a hot rusor just before the show that Atari 
would introduce a laser-type printer (i.e. laser-quality 
output but using a different technology), at a price less 
than $1,000. It was a nice rusor, but there was no such 
printer there nor would anyone confira (or deny) the 
rumor. And, as you'll notice in the Antic report, there 
were no CD-ROM players available from Atari -- so far 
Atari has not found a supplier willing to sell the drive 
at the price Atari wants. 


AI on the ST. Before I close, I aust aention a 
delightful little progras from Hippo that I received 
shortly before going to COMBEX. It's called COMPUTER 
ALMANAC and if you want to iepress your friends with just 
how clever your ST is, you'll have to get this program, 
While they watch in amazement, you sit at the keyboard 
and ask your ST questions. Here is what a typical 
session might look like (ay questions are shown in 
italics to help distinguish thea troa the Almanac's 
answers): 


What tine is it in Moscow? 
It is Sunday, 5:01 AM in Moscow, Soviet Union when it is 
Saturday, 9:01 PM in Washington, District of Columbia, 


Who won the 1980 Superbowl? 
I didn't understand that. 


Who won the 1980 Super Bonl? 

The Qakland Raiders won against the Philadelphia Eagles 
in the 1980 Super Bowl (Jan. 1981), with à score of 27 to 
10. 
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515085 CORNER or CHANGs GANG! 
by Howard Chang 


Basically, Us going to talk about the BBS and where I 
think it is heading. First, if you have a sodes and 
don't regularly log on ta the BBS, you are aissing out 
on one, if not, THE major benefit of the Club. If you 
have any doubts about that just ask anyone who uses the 
BBS! Of course, you could just log on and see for 
yourself. And if you don’t have a sodes, you're not 
fully utilizing your Atari. To tell you the truth, I 
wasn't that eager to get into telecomaunications myself 
but about a year and a half ago, I finally decided to 
buy a modem. Now I use the computer amore for 
telecossunications than anything else. 


There are SÜ many benefits to having a sodes, I'd fil] 
up the rest of this Newsletter if I listed thea all. 
I'a sure you get the idea though. With the dropping 
prices of aodeas, i.e. $68 for Atari’s new XNS#1, you 
could not get sore value for your dollar. 


If you were at the last meeting, you know the Club is 
purchasing an ST for demos and a second BBS. Initially, 
the system will include a color monitor and 2 double 
sided drives. The Officers also approved the purchase 
of a aodes and BBS software. My intent is ta obtain a 
2496 baud aodea if I can find one for a reasonable 
price. Depending on the availability of BBS software, I 
hope to have the ST BBS up by the end of January. 


The BBS is extremely busy, if you've ever tried to get 
on, you know what I aean, Keeping that in mind, I have 
had to liait user's daily access tise, # of downloads 
per session, etc. 1 have atteapted to make the RBS as 
accessible as possible for all members. When I assumed 
SYSOP responsibilities, my goal for the BBS was to 
provide an avenue for members to be able to exchange 
information relative to whatever they were doing with 
their Atari’s. I feel this goal has been attained, 
thanks to the newer: users out there who have not been 
shy in asking questions and the gore experienced who 
have made the effort to help others. An observation on 
this, is that the environment on the BBS has been rather 
‘business-like’, 


The existence of the second board will allow for 
expansion. Read that as FUN'! Pd like to include 
'entertainsent' features such as online adventure games, 
continuing novels and whatever else proves popular. Be 
sure to share your ideas with se. 


Because the 8 bit BBS software —(FÜREMIL) doesn’t 
reliably support true XNODEM, there haven't been any ST 
files available online. The ST BBS will solve that 
predicament. When the hard disk becomes available, we 
will have a HUGE download library. Other changes you 
can expect are increased daily access time and more 
message bases, I guess that's about all for now, see 
you on the BBS:! 


MINDWHEEL, a text adventure game for intersediate 
level players, requires TWO disk drives, a real bargin 
at $15, call Steven Markley at 231-6718. 
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TO MODEM OR NOT TO MODEM 
THAT IS THE QUESTION 


by Howard Chang 


If you have a acdea and don't regularly laog on to the 
BBS, you are missing out. Log on and see for yourself. 
But let's chat for a moment about what the BBS has to 
offer. Here 15 a summary of it's features: 


Message bases forj 
GENERAL TOPICS - For discussions of a general 
nature, 


WANT ADS - For trading, selling or buying. 


CLUB FORUM - Here's where you chat about Club 
activities. 

SOFTWARE FORUM — - Anything related to 
pragramaing, reviews, etc, 


HARDWARE FORUM - Hardware oriented discussions. 
active, 


ST SIG - This base has been very 
dedicated to the 528 ST. 


ADVENTURE GRAPHICS - Exchange hints on Adventure 
games, 3150 for graphics discussions. 


D/L INFO - Also an active base, related to the 
files available for downloading. 


C 516 - Get your Û questions answered here, 


COMM SIG - Those new to telecommunicatians find 
this base especially helpful. 


There are Í MEG of all types of download files, i.e. 
utilities, graphics, ausic, games, etc. 


We average over 18 new programs a week, all user 
contributions! - Lessons on the “C” progragaing 
language by Pat Moore and machine language by Chris 
Crawford.- Club related info such as a listing of the 
Club Disk Library, info on upcoming aeetings, minutes 
from the last meeting. 


The bottom line is the BBS provides a wealth of 
information and you have access ta a lot of talented 
people who can help you with a problem. There's 
something for everyone. There is much more to come when 
the ST BBS gets on the air! See ay other article (left) 
in the Newsletter for information on that. I hope I 
have at least given you faod for thought on the world of 
telecommunications. What I haven't mentioned are all of 
the other free 8855 in the metroplex and information 
services like Compuserve and Ft. Worth Star Telegrase's 
own Startext. That will be the subject of a future 
article. Feel free to grab me during meeting day if you 
have any questions. 


HELP, HELP, HELP; Michael Muscarello is a new aember 
and needs a tutor to get started with his new ATARI 
systes in one-on-one lessons. He is willing to pay for 
this kind of special help. His number is 368-8835. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 


Editors: John Pellet, 792-3175 
Production Manager: Jeff Golden, 252-3268 
Production Crew: Frank Corlett, 

Scott Ian, 


Steve Markley, 

Rex Ungericht, 
Distribution Manager: Rager Markley, 231-6918 
Distribution Crew: Steve Markley, 

Cathy Barros, 

David Miller, 
Advertising Manager: 7779 VACANT ??? 


NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 


Submissions are WELCOME in ANY form. However, it is 
extremely helpful if all submission(s) can confora to the 
following fors: 

Condensed print (16*17 CPI). 

Column width of 56 characters (3 7/16 inches). 

Page length of 9 inches (54 lines @ & LPI). 

Right and left aargins justified for text. 
All submissions should be given to one of the staff above 
or brought to the production aeeting both printed out and 
on a DOS or TOS disk. 


NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 


Newsletter production meetings are usually held at | PM 
on the Saturday two weeks before the regular aeeting date 
at Jis Chaney's house, 916 E. Berkley in Richardson. The 
editor will have any changes from this schedule. 


JANUARY Production Mtg: Saturday, December 28, ‘85 
FEBRUARY Production Mtg: Saturday, January 25, ‘86 
MARCH Production Mtg: Saturday, February 22, 6 
APRIL Production Mtg: Saturday, March 29, '86 


INFOMART DIRECTIQNS 


From north Dallas, take either Stemaons (1-35E) or the 
Dallas North Tollway SOUTH. From Steasons, take the Oak 
Lawn exit, turn east (left) and park at Infomart, on the 
left just after you go under Stemaons. If you're using 
the tollway, exit right on Wycliff, go left on Harry 
Hines to Oak Lawn and turn right. Infomart will be on 
your right. From the south, take Stesaons north then 
follow above. Infomart is the big white steel and glass 
building south of the other 'marts. The aain entrance 
faces Stemmons. Guests are WELCOME! ' 





### MEETING INFORMATION AND A Ht 


10:00 DAL-ACE KIOSK OPENS 
10:00 - 11:00 NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE SIB 
11:00 - 12:00 CLUB SALES 
11:30 - 12:00 NEW MEMBER SIG 
12:00 - 2:00 BUSINESS MEETING 
CLUB DEMONSTRATION 
1:00 - 4:00 CLUB SALES 
2:00 - 4:00 OTHER SIGS 


Meeting rooms and additional information will be posted 
at the DAL-ACE kiosk at the aain entrance, which will be 
aanned ros 10AN to — 4PM. Club (including disk 
-of-the-aonth and garage sales) and vendor sales will 
take place in the basement. 


FUTURE MEETING DATES 


JANUARY MEETING: January 11, 1986 
FEBRUARY MEETING: February 8, 1986 
MARCH MEETING: March 15, 1986 


NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENTS 
Personal sale ads are free to current seabers 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 
Full page (7 1/2" H by 9* V) ......... $35 
Half page (7 1/2" H by 4 1/4" V) ..... $25 
Quarter page (3 1/2" H by 4 1/4" V) ,. $15 
* Long tera contracts are available # 
š at reduced cost. š 


Ads aust be casera ready. Copy must be received PRIOR TO 
the production aeeting date at left. Mail copy to 
DAL-ACE Newsletter, P.O. Box 851872, Richardson, Texas, 
73083-1872 OR contact the Advertising Manager listed at 
left. Copy received after the deadline will be run the 
following aonth. For contract advertisers, if no new 
copy is received by the deadline then the aost current ad 
will be re-run. 


Hi DISCI AIMER ++++ 


The aaterial in this newsletter reflects the opinions of 
the authors. 0pposing opinions are solicited. Unless 
otherwise stated, this aaterial is NOT copyrighted and no 
rights are reserved. The purpose of the newsletter is to 
present information for your consideration. Neither the 
editor nor DAL-ACE make any claims for the validity or 
usefulness of this aaterial. The reader is the final 
judge of any product or advice presented. s. JLP 
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DAL-ACE is an independent, user education group 
not affiliated with ATARI, INC, This is the 

official newsletter of DAL-ACE and is intended 

for the education of its members as well as for. 
the dissemination of information concerning 

ATARI computer products. 






DAL-ACE OFFICERS 








PRESIDENT ............. DAVE GILLEN .......... 272-4273 
VICE-PRESIDENT ........ MORRIS STEPHENS ...... 484-9104 
V.P. COMMUNICATIONS ... JOHN PELLET .......... 792-3173 
SECRETARY ............. JOHN OLSON ,.......... 278-0814 
TREASURER ............. DON ADAMS ............ 350-06 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE ....... TIM CLARKE ........... 331-4058 
MEMBER-AT-LARBE ....... BOB DAIN ............. 398-1945 
MEMBER-AT-LARBE ....... ROGER MARKLEY ........ 231-6918 
MEMBER-AT-LARBE ....... JEFF GOLDEN .......... 252-3268 













DAL-ACE aembership is $14.68 per year. This 
newsletter is written, edited, and published by 
club volunteers, Its availability and/or 
distribution may, at times, be subject to 
circumstances beyond the control of the club 
officers, Members will note that their 
meabership renewal month appears as the first 
three (3) letters on the address label. 



















DAL-ACE VOLUNTEERS 
Join / ع‎ 7 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR .... MARK-HAKHAM .......... 238-5949 
EDUCATION ............. ??? VACANT 277 ....... 777-97 
BULLETIN BOARD ........ HOWARD CHANG ......BBS 540-3270 
DISK LIBRARY .......... JEFF GOLDEN .......... 252-3268 







Other ATARI user groups say obtain copies of 
this newsletter on an exchange basis. 










ALL MATERIAL IN THIS NEWSLETTER MAY BE REPRINTED 
IN ANY FORM, PROVIDED THAT DAL-ACE AND THE 
AUTHOR, IF APPLICABLE, ARE GIVEN CREDIT, 
LIKEWISE, PORTIONS OF THIS NEWSLETTER ARE 
REPRINTED FROM OTHER NEWSLETTERS AND ARE SO 
NOTED. 
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